
Noon Bible Study: Ezra 5-6
We left our story last week with the work on the temple in Jerusalem coming to an halt.  Facing much opposition from the 
neighboring enemies, the people of Jerusalem receive an edict from the king of Persia to stop building.  There is suspicion in 
Persia, stoked by falsehood, that the purpose of the temple’s rebuild is to cause trouble for the king.  We observed the 
following last week:

“As we close chapter 4, we are left in “pause” mode.  The work stops, but the Judean people will have to decide 
what they do next.  Will they quit, will they compromise, or will they press on?  The answer awaits us as we read 
on…”

Here is what we’re going to read in chapters 5-6 - The temple construction will resume and Persian officials are going to 
come to Jerusalem and find out what is going on.  They will begin an investigation into the Jews’ claim that Cyrus the King 
of Persia had sanctioned this work years before.  Remember in the last chapter, the work was called to be stopped because 
the king (Artaxerxes) was not familiar with Cyrus’ decree.  The investigation will conclude and we will find out whether or 
not the temple will be finished.

Ezra 5:1-2 - The Prophets Encourage The Work To Resume

The people resume the work after they receive prophecies encouraging them to resume.  Lest we forget, these two 
verses remind us what a spiritual time this must have been.  Letters from the King of Persia commanding them to stop 
followed by two notable prophets (Haggai and Zechariah) commanding them to resume. 

Haggai 1:2-8 (NLT) - "This is what the LORD of Heaven's Armies says: The people are saying, 'The time has 
not yet come to rebuild the house of the LORD.'"  3 Then the LORD sent this message through the prophet 
Haggai:  4 "Why are you living in luxurious houses while my house lies in ruins?  5 This is what the LORD of 
Heaven's Armies says: Look at what's happening to you!  6 You have planted much but harvest little. You 
eat but are not satisfied. You drink but are still thirsty. You put on clothes but cannot keep warm. Your 
wages disappear as though you were putting them in pockets filled with holes!  7 "This is what the LORD of 
Heaven's Armies says: Look at what's happening to you!  8 Now go up into the hills, bring down timber, and 
rebuild my house. Then I will take pleasure in it and be honored, says the LORD. 

Haggai 1:12-14 (NLT) - Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and 
the whole remnant of God's people began to obey the message from the LORD their God. When they heard the 
words of the prophet Haggai, whom the LORD their God had sent, the people feared the LORD.  13 Then Haggai, 
the LORD's messenger, gave the people this message from the LORD: "I am with you, says the LORD!"  14 So the 
LORD sparked the enthusiasm of Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the enthusiasm of Jeshua 
son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the enthusiasm of the whole remnant of God's people. They began 
rebuilding the house of their God, the LORD of Heaven's Armies,
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Zechariah 1:2-6 (NLT) - "I, the LORD, was very angry with your ancestors.  3 Therefore, say to the people, 
'This is what the LORD of Heaven's Armies says: Return to me, and I will return to you, says the LORD of 
Heaven's Armies.'  4 Don't be like your ancestors who would not listen or pay attention when the earlier 
prophets said to them, 'This is what the LORD of Heaven's Armies says: Turn from your evil ways, and stop 
all your evil practices.'  5 "Where are your ancestors now? They and the prophets are long dead.  6 But 
everything I said through my servants the prophets happened to your ancestors, just as I said. As a result, 
they repented and said, 'We have received what we deserved from the LORD of Heaven's Armies. He has done 
what he said he would do.'"

So the work on the temple resumes because the people believe the LORD is with them.  Regardless of what either the 
government of Persia or their local neighbors might think!

Ezra 5:3-5 - Officials Investigate

Some Persian officials arrive in Jerusalem to see what is going on there.  They apparently have an oversight for this 
region (“beyond the river”) on behalf of the Persian government.  Through this exchange they don’t appear to be 
combative, but more neutral investigators.  They are going to begin an investigation into the Jews’ claim that they 
are rebuilding the temple, legally.

Ezra 5:6-17 - Letter From Officials To Persia

These verses record the letter that the officials sent to Persia.  They send this letter to Darius, the new king to 
report what the Jews had said when they asked “why are you building this temple.”  The letter shows us that the 
Jews had replied with a detailed narrative of their sin and fall, their captivity to Babylon and the details of their 
return and commission by Cyrus.

v. 9-11 - Identity & Calling - It appears from these verses that the people are convinced God is with them (as 
Haggai had said).  When asked “who issued the decree and what are your names”, the elders of Jerusalem answer:

Ezra 5:11 (NLT) - "This was their answer: 'We are the servants of the God of heaven and earth, and we are 
rebuilding the Temple that was built here many years ago by a great king of Israel. 

They call themselves “the servants of the God of heaven and earth.”  That’s how they are thinking of themselves (as 
opposed to their individual names).

The letter from the officials will begin a search of the official archives of the Persian Empire.

Ezra 6:1-5 - The Facts Are Confirmed

After receiving the letter and investigating the Jews’ claim, the search began for documentation of a decree from 
Cyrus.  Sure enough, the original decree was found and read.  This whole process is very true to life and one can 
imagine a similar predicament in our nation today in regards to land rights, ownership or other legal matters.
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The ESV Study Bible gives us some historical insight into this find:

“The search for Cyrus’s decree is made first in Babylonia (v. 1), where Cyrus had declared himself king in 
539 B.C. and where many exiled Jews lived. But the scroll containing the record of the decree was found in 
Ecbatana (v. 2), a summer residence of the Persian kings, where Cyrus may have gone soon after his triumph 
over Babylon. The province of Media (v. 2) was formerly the seat of an empire itself, but Cyrus had made it 
part of the Persian realm. Leather scrolls are known to have been used in Persia for official documents in 
Aramaic. The document now discovered is called a record (v. 2) and is apparently a memorandum concerning 
the decree rather than the decree itself (which would probably have been written on a clay tablet).” (ESV 
Study Bible, Ezra 6:1-2)

Ezra 6:6-12 - Darius Supports Cyrus’ Original Decree

These verses record Darius’ official response to the discovery and confirmation of Cyrus’ edict many years before.  
Darius is a zealous keeper of Perian civil law (as we know from the story of Daniel & the lion’s den) and so once he 
confirms the facts about the order to rebuild the temple, he wants it to resume immediately and with royal support.

Darius goes beyond just a casual “allowing” of the project, he orders a renewed financial and material support of 
the project!

Verse 8 tell us that “the full cost is to be paid from the royal treasury of the taxes paid by the provinces beyond 
the river!”  In other words, the taxes that the nations around Jerusalem are paying are going to go towards the 
building of the temple!  And animals will be given for the sacrifices too!  In addition, if anyone doesn’t go along 
with this will be executed!  What a turn of events.

Ezra 6:13-18 - It Will Be Done

The original officials return with this news and the support of the king.  As a result, the temple of the LORD is 
completed, and the people celebrate with joy!  God had worked in a number of wonderful ways, including the 
prophetic word and encouragement that came through Haggai and Zechariah.

Ezra 6:19-22 - The Passover Is Celebrated

To fully commemorate the building and dedication of the Temple, the people celebrate the Passover at the appropriate 
time.  The Passover was the great festival of celebration and remembrance of the Israelites’ deliverance from 
Egyptian Slavery, and their covering from the final plague, the “passing over” of the angel of death.  It was a 
celebration of freedom and thanksgiving for what God had done in the past to redeem and care for His people and 
surely this year’s celebration would have been commemorated with great mindfulness of that because of the recent 
events.

Side note: Usage of “king of Assyria” in 6:22 - ESV Study Bible Note: “The reference to the king of Assyria (v. 22) 
at first seems odd because kings of Persia have supported the Jews in Ezra. The reference here, however, is based on 
the continuity of the various empires. The king of Persia now ruled over the territorial empire of the Assyrians, and 
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thus he could be called “king of Assyria” (cf. Herodotus, History 1.178, in a discussion of Cyrus’s conquests, where 
Babylon is called the strongest city “in Assyria”). This wording emphasizes the turn in fortunes, under God, since 
the Assyrians had been used as God’s agent of punishment centuries before (Neh. 9:32; Isa. 10:5–11).

This moment is a very special moment for the people of God.  They have been exiles and oppressed and now they are 
worshipping again in God’s temple in the city of Jerusalem.  They are celebrating the Passover and making sacrifices on the 
LORD’s altar.  There is joy, celebration, memorial, and worship.  This is how things were supposed to be.  God’s people in 
relationship with Him, with His provision and in service to Him. We close these chapters mindful of the goodness and 
faithfulness of God. 

Also, it’s a good window in to the faithfulness of God’s people as well.  We saw them persevere even when it seemed like 
whole Persian Empire might have opposed them.  Once they got God’s word (in this case from the prophet Haggai), they got to 
work at what God had called them to do - no matter what the nations around them might have said. 

And there is a good lesson and reminder for us in this example.  When you know God has called you to do something, it does 
not matter what others might think.  His word supersedes everything.  While some might use “God told me such and such” as a 
cover to do their own thing, when the spirit and word of God are truly behind your call, you can step out in faith unafraid. 
If “he is with you”, he is all you need.
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